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The Poverty of Yau Tsim Mong District:
Poverty Concentration in Old Urban Area and its Remedies

Abstract

This study is a secondary data analysis of the 1996 Population By-census to explore and
explain the geographical concentration of poverty in the old urban area in Hong Kong
especially in the Yau Tsim Mong District. It suggests that poverty problem in Hong Kong is
concentrated in small geographical localities in old urban areas. The characteristic of these
small localities is the high ratio of households sharing a quarter with other households. More
elderly, unmarried male adult and new arrival residents can be found in these poor
communities. Moreover, more residents are employed as service workers and construction
workers. The study reports that the concentration of poverty is a result of the interaction
between the supply and demand of the low-end rental market of private housing and the
development and characteristics of the community economics. Finally, this study recommends
using community development as a strategy to alleviate poverty in these localities, as to

prevent gettoisation of these old urban areas.
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